WHAT HAVE THE WORKERS  GAINED?
memories he naturally enough, like thousands of others, became
an enthusiastic builder of the new life.
Later, addressing an election meeting of his Odessa constituents
(he was a candidate for the Council of Nationalities), Khenkin
said: "On the eve of the elections I involuntarily recall the difficult
life of a docker in the past. At that time, under Tsarism, dockers
were called 'savages/ And indeed we were savages. We lived in
dirty, vermin-infested places, and for the hard labour that we
performed for the capitalists we received starvation wages. The
dockers' calloused hands and shoulders covered with wounds
formed all the 'mechanization' at that time in the port. Look at
the Odessa port to-day. See how mechanized it is! Visit our
dormitories, look over our clubs. There is no comparison with
the past! Soviet power has freed the docker from exhausting labour.
The work of a docker has become as honourable now as that of
an engineer, a pilot, miner, or tank driver."
In the course of an article on the ninth anniversary of the seven-
hour day, V. A. Kondratyev said: "I have worked in this plant
(Red October Cement Works in Volsk, Saratov Province) since
my youth. In Tsarist times I had to work from fourteen to sixteen
hours a day, earning 45 kopeks. The satisfaction resulting from
normal work and rest I experienced only under the Soviet power,
with the advent of which the eight-hour day was introduced. Then,
for the first time in my life, I crossed the threshold of the local
theatre and cinema which I began to visit in my free time.
"In Tsarist times, I made from 12 to 13 barrels in from 14 to 16
hours of prison-like labour. Under Soviet power, when I was
working eight hours, I turned out 20 barrels a day. Later, when
the establishment of the seven-hour day enabled me to extend
my technical knowledge, I began to produce as many as 60 barrels
in one shift. My earnings increased correspondingly.
"I am no exception in my plant. I am now chairman of the
factory committee, and meet with various groups of workers. I
have thus an opportunity of seeing how they have developed.
Scores of workers, semi-literates in the past, who had also been
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